"It's staggering that the Foreign Secretary found the time to pick up
the phone to lobby the Prime Minister to extend his own holiday,

"This is not only a matter of honour. How we treat our former interpreters and local i
but refused to call the Afghan government in the hours before

3 employees, many of whom served with great bravery, will send a message to the people
| we would want fo employ in future military campaigns — about whether we can be trusted

i In 2010, Julian Assange’s whistleblowing website Wikileaks :
| publishes thousands of classified documents, including 91,000 3
i classified reports on the war in Afghanistan from 2004-2010. The :
| Guardian reported "A huge cache of secret US military files today 3
i provides a devastating portrait of the failing war in Afghanistan, 3

‘They shot my father right in front of me. It was nine o'clock at
night. They came to our house and told him they had orders to
kill him because he allowed me to go to school. The Mujahideen

Today the frontier between north-west Pakistan and Afghanistan is ;
3 had already stopped me from going to school, but that was not

a hotly contested arena in the global ‘war on terror’ But between
1849-1947 it was the location for a series of punitive expeditions by
the British-Indian forces against the fiercely independent tribesmen
of this mountainous region.

Kabul fell to the Taliban."

to protect them from revenge and reprisals at the hands of our enemies.”
Shadow foreign secretary Lisa Nandy

Chairman of the Defence Committee, Dr Julian Lewis MP

enough. | cannot describe what they did to me after killing my
father...!
A fifteen year-old girl in Kabul, 1995 (Amnesty International)

revealing how coalition forces have killed hundreds of civilians in
unreported incidents, Taliban attacks have soared and Nato
commanders fear neighbouring Pakistan and Iran are fuelling the
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show in 1980, President Carter's CIA spent close
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military strike on alleged bin Laden training

9/11 attacks in New York.

Northern Alliance enfers Kabul.

2005

17,000 combat troops and 4,000 US personnel to =

train and support Afghan army and police.

consequence of the drawdown

Nangarhar controlled by the Taliban.

Employed Civilians'. Report reveals none of the

so-called Doha Agreement) with terms for

UK Government launches Afghan Relocations
and Assistance Policy (ARAP) fo resettle Afghan

concern that foo many former interpreters
have had their ARAP reseftlement

Brifish Foreign Secrefary Dominic Raab ordered
by Downing Streef to refurn home from holiday in

At least 169 Afghans and 13 US troops are killed.
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support for Afghan nationalism. Many battles
ensue, with Brifish using airstrikes on towns and
villages.

Treaty of Rawalpindi (August 1919) recognises

1933

Zahir Shah becomes King of Afghanistan,

Khan forced to resign amid political upheaval
and constitutional monarchy introduced. Afghan
Communist Party formed, led by Babrak Karmal
and Nur Mohammad Taraki.

A new constitution is proposed, granting further
rights to women and modernising the
communist state.

to $100 million shipping weapons to the Afghan
resistance (including the Mujahadeen). Fuelled by
Cold War anxieties, Afghanistan was soon awash
with billions of dollars in weapons.

Saudi Islamist Osama bin Laden makes first
documented visit to Afghanistan, in support of
anti-Soviet fighters.

Afghanistan, USSR, US and Pakistan sign a
peace agreement and Soviet troops begin

withdrawal.

Newly formed Islamic militia the Taliban
emerges, with many former Mujahadeen
fighters among its members.

camps in Afghanistan.

USA indicts bin Laden and 21 others, charging
them with bombing US embassies and conspiring
to commif other acts of terrorism.

Al-Qaeda and bin Laden declared

responsible by US.

President George W Bush declares a “war

on ferror”.

By December, Taliban leaders surrender
and Hamid Karzai is sworn in as leader of
the interim government in Afghanistan.

Afghans vote in first parliamentary elections in
over 30 years.

Hamid Karzai declared winner of presidential
elections marred by violence, fraud claims and
low turnout.

2011

US forces kill Osama bin Laden in Pakistan.

decision

- who worked for 12 months or more
in Helmand.

Obama abandons plans to withdraw US

his presidency.

forces. 17,000 troops remain at the end of

401 Afghans who reported security threats under
the Intimidation Scheme were relocated to the
UK.

US withdrawal by May 2021.
UK Defence Minister Ben Wallace later calls
the Doha agreement a "rotten deal”.

natfionals who have supported British efforts in
Afghanistan.

application unnecessarily and unreasonably
been rejected.

Greece. Raab declines, and delegates a call about
evacuating Afghan local staff to a junior minister.

ISIS-K, an affiliate group of ISIS, claim
responsibility for the attacks.

Resettlement Scheme (ACRS). It will prioritise
those who have assisted the UK efforts in
Afghanistan and vulnerable people.
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2014

SA, SG, KS commence
their work as inferpreters

H, RA commence
their work as interpreters

HJA, WS, VB commence
their work as interpreters

According to the UNHCR (the UN Refugee Agency), Afghans
are the largest refugee populations worldwide. Iran and

The Hippie Trait
i Pakistan host most of these registered Afghan refugees. In

The Hippie Trail was an overland journey taken by members of the
hippie subculture from the mid 1950s to the late 1970s between
Europe and South Asia, mainly through Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
India and Nepal. After two decades of growing Western
countercultural interests in nomadism and Eastern spirituality, the
Hippie Trail reached its zenith in the mid 1970s. Following the Soviet
invasion in 1979, Westerners were no longer welcome in the region.

3 The UK's evacuation of civilians from Afghanistan, Operation
i PITTING, evacuates around 15,000 people in August 2021,
3 including British, Afghan and third country nationals. 891 Afghan

addition to those who have left Afghanistan, more than
900,000 Afghans have been newly displaced inside the
country since 2021.

In total, 2850 local interpreters were directly contracted by the
British Army between 2001-2018. After 2018, the British Army
employed interpreters through confractors. About 4,000 local
civilians worked in other crucial supporting roles for the British Army.

3 In 2013, Chelsea Manning (formerly Bradley Manning) is found 3
i guilty in the US of five espionage charges for giving classified |
1 material fo Wikileaks. g

former staff are relocated to the UK under the ARAP scheme; 495
of those were civilians who worked for the UK Ministry of Defence.




